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Rectory Farm – information and opportunities
Overview

Rectory Farm is designated an area of “Outstanding Natural Beauty”. The site consists of approximately 20 acres of farming land, including just over one acre of dilapidated farm buildings, located on the north side of Kings Langley. Access is via Gade Valley Close, which runs along the southern border. On the west the farm is bordered by Hempstead Road (A4251), and the Grand Union Canal runs along the eastern border. To the north are pitches owned by Kings Langley Football Club.

The property is Green Belt land and subject to Article 4 Direction. It is also subject to a planning policy regarding nature conservation in Dacorum Borough’s river valleys. 
Until Dacorum’s Local Plan Review is completed, planning permission is unlikely to be granted for building new homes outside the 1.1 acre footprint of existing farm buildings 
Part of the farmland lies at the same level as the Grand Union Canal, and has occasionally been partially flooded from leaks in the canal bank. 

Any increase in traffic to the farm would require a new access route to be established by building a new mini-roundabout on the A4251. This could be located opposite the Toby Carvery, or else at the junction with Coniston Road which would impact the land owned by Kings Langley Football Club 

Farming land - Producing food for local consumption 
Since 2014, Transition in Kings (TiK) has engaged local volunteers in producing vegetables for sale at the monthly Kings Langley Market. On a very small scale, this effort demonstrates the potential for a much larger and more efficient food producing business at Rectory Farm, possibly based on “pick-your-own” fruit and vegetables together with modern systems for producing year-round fresh vegetables. 

In addition the Sunnyside Rural Trust at Hemel Hempstead has a track record of developing the life skills of people with learning disabilities through engaging in horticultural activities. By leasing 5-10 acres at Rectory Farm, the Trust would be able to expand their valuable community work in Kings Langley.
 Wildlife site
The land adjacent to the Grand Union Canal provides a rare undisturbed wildlife corridor approximately 0.5 km in length, supporting a variety of water birds including a kingfisher, herons and occasional egrets, and more common moorhens, ducks and swans. A full wildlife audit should be undertaken to ensure there is no damage to these animal habitats.
With carefully built access routes this area could provide invaluable resources for school nature studies and wildlife observation.
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